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This information will be used by NCEI to conduct an appraisal and make a decision on the request.

 

1. Who is the primary point of contact for this request?

Garrett Campbell

NSIDC

303-492-5194

garrett.campbell@nsidc.org

 

2. Name the organization or group responsible for creating the dataset.

NSIDC > National Snow and Ice Data Center

 

3. Provide an overview summarizing the scope of data you want to archive. Describe the outputs, data variables,

including their measurement resolution and coverage.

The data originated from 35mm and 70mm film reels, archived at the National Climatic Data Center. NSIDC,

interested in extending the polar ice record back to the beginning of the satellite era, secured a grant to fund

digitization of the reels. The first loan of film occurred in May 2011. Scanning began in the summer of 2011.

The Nimbus campaigns were polar orbiting, providing global coverage. Nimbus 1 transmitted data during September

1964 only. Nimbus 2 data is from May-November 1966, and Nimbus 3 data are from April 1969 through January

1970.

Instruments are AVCS (Advanced Vidicon Camera System, Nimbus 1 and 2), HRIR (High Resolution Infrared

Radiometer, Nimbus 1-3), and IDCS (Image Dissector Camera System, Nimbus 3).

 

4. What is the time period covered by the dataset? (YYYY-MM-DD, YYYY-MM or YYYY)

From 1964-09-01 to 1970-01-31

 

5. Edition or version number(s) of the dataset:

1

 

6. Describe the level to which the data are processed. For example, are these unprocessed raw observations, derived

parameters, quality controlled or inter-calibrated data, etc.?

Data are geo-referenced raw observations

 

7. Approximate date when the dataset was or will be released to the public:

2012-11-29

 

8. Who are the expected users of the archived data? How will the archived data be used?

Scientists interested in remote-sensed data, especially those studying cloud cover and tropical cyclones.
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9. Has the dataset undergone user evaluation and/or an independent review process? Did NCEI participate in design

reviews?

No

 

10. Describe the dataset's relationship to other archived datasets, such as earlier versions or related source data. If this

is a new version, how does it improve upon the previous version(s)?

NCDC is the designated repository for NOAA weather satellite data. This data set has been captured from 35mm and

70mm reels in the NCDC physical archives.

 

11. List the input datasets and ancillary information used to produce the data.

35mm and 70mm film reels, archived at the National Climatic Data Center

 

12. List web pages and other links that provide information on the data.

TBD - must provide guidelines

 

13. List the kinds of documents, metadata and code that are available for archiving. For example, data format

specifications, user guides, algorithm documentation, metadata compliant with a standard such as ISO 19115, source

code, platform/instrument metadata, data/process flow diagrams, etc.

initial documentation provided at ftp://sidads.colorado.edu/pub/incoming/nimbus/index.html

 

14. Indicate the data file format(s).

HDF5

 

15. Are the data files compressed?

No

 

16. Provide details on how the files are named and how they are organized (e.g., file_name_pattern_YYYYMM.tar in

monthly aggregations).

Unknown or TBD

 

17. Explain how to access sample data files and/or a file listing for previewing. If it is not available now, when will it

be available?

hosted on ftp at ftp://sidads.colorado.edu/pub/incoming/nimbus/index.html

 

18. What is the total data volume to be submitted?

 

19. Are later updates, revisions or replacement files anticipated? If so, explain the conditions for submitting these

additional data to the archive.

NSIDC may digitize Nimbus 4 and 5 film. This is pending further grant funding.

 

20. Describe the server that will connect to the ingest server at NCEI for submitting the data.

Historic Data: all historic data or data submitted as a completed collection.

Total Data Volume: 3TB

Number of Data Files: 150000

Physical Location: Boulder, CO USA

System Name: sidads

System Owner: University of Colorado

Additional Information: Add comments as needed on applicable data types, etc.
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21. What are the possible methods for submitting the data to NCEI? Select all that apply.

FTP PULL

FTP PUSH

 

22. Identify how you would like NCEI to distribute the data. Web access support depends on the resources available

for the dataset.

Unknown

 

23. Will there be any distribution, usage, or other restrictions that apply to the data in the archive?

No known constraints apply to the data.

 

24. Discuss the rationale for archiving the dataset and the anticipated benefits. Mention any risks associated with not

archiving the dataset at NCEI.

Rationale for archiving this data set is multi-faceted. First, it is an act of stewardship. Conversion to a modern format

preserves the data previously available only on aging film. Digital data is also much more accessible; this 40+ year old

data is in the same format as 21st century satellite data. There is currently no remotely sensed, digital environmental

data available from the 1960s, making this data set significant and possibly generating much interest.

 

25. Are the data archived at another facility or are there plans to do so? Please explain.

No

 

26. Is there an existing agreement or requirement driving this request to archive? Have you already contacted someone

at NCEI?

No

 

27. Do you have a data management plan for your data?

No

 

28. Have funds been allocated to archive the data at NCEI?

Archival of the digital data may eliminate the need to retain the physical data. Resources for physical storage could be

reallocated to digital stewardship.

 

29. Identify the affiliated research project, its sponsor, and any project/grant ID as applicable.

The Nimbus Data Rescue Project

 

30. Is there a desired deadline for NCEI to archive and provide access to the data?

 

31. Add any other pertinent information for this request.

None

 

Archive by: 2013-02-28

Accessible by:
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